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Hard times, bad government 


hat terrible times we are living in: 
the coronavirus pandemic is one 
factor, of course, but also living in a 
country run by a gang of populists 
who are trying to wreck society and 
have a hate-list topped by the judiciary and major parts 
of the civil service. Government contracts to deal with the 
virus, worth billions of pounds — much of it wasted — turn 
out to have been handed to chums of people hanging 
out around Downing Street. 

In this issue we examine how the British political and 
business establishment has been permeated by Russian 
millionaires who have settled in 
Britain, many of whom exercise 
their influence for the benefit 


Another unpleasant Johnson 


Another unpleasant Johnson recruit is former Australian 
prime minister Tony Abbott, who detained asylum seekers 
in the tiny Oceania island state of Nauru and in Papua New 
Guinea, and who ordered migrant boats to be towed back to 
Indonesia. Home secretary Priti Patel’s attempt to introduce 
a similar policy in Britain was thankfully rejected by MPs. 

The emergence of Piers Corbyn, brother of former 
Labour leader Jeremy, at anti-lockdown protests alongside 
elements of the international racist right, is no surprise to 
us. Searchlight clashed with him around 30 years ago when 
he wrote a letter to the nazi magazine Scorpion supporting 
its politics. When challenged, he claimed he only wrote the 
letter because he was at university with 
Michael Walker, its editor. Searchlight 
drove Walker into exile in Germany 


of Russian president Vladimir recru it i S fo rmer Au stra li an for nearly 20 years. He returned 


Putin’s government (see page 17). 


about three years ago and settled in 


The publication of a report by the prim e ministe rT To ny Abbott Liverpool from where he distributed 


parliamentary intelligence and 


a far right book he had written. Piers 


security committee (ISC) into Russian who deta ine d as ylu m see ke rs Corbyn has been a regular attender 


interference in Britain’s democracy 


was held up and it is difficult not to if} Nauru and Papua New 


at “Keep Talking” meetings. Guests 
have also included expelled Labour 


conclude that prime minister Boris G Uu in eaan d towe d mig rant Party members as well as supporters 


Johnson and his allies were trying to 


of convicted Holocaust denier David 


conceal its findings until after boats back to Indonesia Irving. 


last year’s general election. In the 

event the report appeared after 

their abortive attempt to foist Chris 

“Failing” Grayling on the ISC as its chair. Thankfully, 
better minds prevailed and Julian Lewis was elected to the 
position instead. 

Also in this issue we focus on Dougie Smith, recently 
appointed as a Downing Street strategist. Smith’s wife, 
Munira Mirza, is head of Downing Street’s policy unit. 

Both have odd pasts for people in their positions — Smith 

as an organiser of upmarket sex parties and Mirza as 
someone linked with the Revolutionary Communist Party, 

a supposedly Trotskyist organisation formed in 1978, which 
unconditionally supported the IRA’s struggle “against British 
imperialism” in Northern Ireland. That struggle included a 
bombing in Warrington that killed two boys and the Brighton 
bombing of a hotel in which senior Conservatives, including 
then prime minister Margaret Thatcher, were staying. Five 
people died and 31 were injured. 
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One troubling consequence of the 
pandemic has been a growth in poverty, 
and we welcome the government’s 

U-turn in deciding to extend provision of free school meals 

to the holidays. Some mothers have had to turn to street 

prostitution to feed their children. You would not however 

find poor working class mothers providing the sexual services 

at any of Emma Sayle’s “Killing Kittens” parties (see page 

24), nor at those Smith used to run. These women will not get 

anything like the handouts that Killing Kittens is receiving. 
Finally, we celebrate US voters’ dumping of president 

Donald Trump. There are many reasons to condemn 

Trump, but one video I saw was particularly obnoxious. 

It showed Trump as a much younger man working his 

way through a crowded disco alongside the notorious sex 

offender Jeffrey Epstein. Enough said. % 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Ex-NF leader attacks Black Lives 
Matter activists and embraces Klan 


A former leader of the National Front in Northern 
Ireland has boasted about violently attacking 
Black Lives Matter activists and posed with his 
arm around a man dressed in Ku Klux Klan robes. 

Mark Brown, now aged 33, took over running the 
Northern Ireland NF at the age of 18 but quit after his 
girlfriend, who was unhappy at his nazi activities and the 
publicity they attracted, left him. But he did not abandon 
his racist extremism. 

After moving to Scotland he turned up leading a 
group of 40 far right extremists on a racist hate march 
in Edinburgh in March 2017, wearing a swastika hoodie 
and brandishing a “white pride” flag. After the event he 
uploaded a picture of himself to his Facebook page, with 
the caption, “Rudolf Hess heroes never die”. 

Although he claimed online to be living in Dunfermline 
he was actually living in Edinburgh. Brown also pretended 
he had changed his politics in order to keep his job. 

But by February 2019 he was back causing trouble 
in Northern Ireland, where he was given a two-month 
prison sentence for a vile racist attack on a taxi driver. At 
the trial, the victim, Ricardo Alavijeh, told the court that 
Brown had punched him on the head while he was in his 
cab in November 2018. He added that Brown was being 
racist towards him. 


Offensive 


Statements from police officers said that when arrested, 
Brown made several remarks including offensive and 
racist anti-Asian and anti-Muslim terms. This was Brown's 
second conviction for offences against Alavijeh. 

More recently Brown has abandoned any idea of hiding 
his politics. In a social media post he boasted about 
harassing a Black Lives Matter campaigner in the run-up 
to a BLM march in Edinburgh in June 2020. “Tonight, an 
anti white, not a woke or any type of ppl just an anti white 
caught me ripping their anti white, black stickers from 
lampposts between Leith and city centre, i grabbed the 
‘victim’, gave him a shake and stole his wee revolutionary 
badges,” he wrote. He also quoted Hitler's Mein Kampf. 


Another post read: “Police Scotland out in full force 
tonight, my house at 00.25, plus two friends earlier. | 
guess they're worried tomorrow we will bring Edinburgh 
to a complete shut down.” More sinister was a threat to a 
journalist that he would rape her newborn baby in front 
of her. It was signed “Combat 18”. 

Brown has been associated with Jim Dowson, who 
raised hundreds of thousands of pounds for the British 
National Party until he parted company acrimoniously 
with its then leader Nick Griffin in autumn 2010, after 
Searchlight exposed the BNP's financial irregularities and 
administrative ineptitude. 

Dowson then helped found and raise money for the 
anti-Muslim hate group Britain First, the uniformed 
members of which attacked a number of mosques. After 
parting company with Britain First, Dowson, whose latest 
political organisation is the anti-Islam Knights Templar 
International, joined up with thugs who attack migrants 
and Roma people in several eastern European countries. 

This is probably not the last we will hear from Brown, 
whether in Edinburgh or Northern Ireland. 

He also has a line selling t-shirts and claims that his 
“Brotherhood” shirts enjoyed huge success. Perhaps his 
attitude is no more than can be expected from a man 
who threatened to rape a baby. 
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Nigel Farage launches Reform UK 
party, with anti-lockdown initiative 


By Mabel Jenkins 


igel Farage has relaunched 
and rebranded his Brexit 
Party as Reform UK. The 


party aims to broaden its agenda 

to include abolition of the House of 
Lords and reforms to the BBC, the 
voting system, and the legal and 
immigration systems. 

In the short term it will focus on 
the government’s approach to the 
coronavirus pandemic and aims 
to spearhead the anti-lockdown 
movement. Farage, best known as 
leader of UKIP before leaving to 
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Nigel Farage on 
the campaign trail 
in his UKIP days 


found the Brexit Party, sees the anti- 
lockdown movement combined with 
Brexit disappointment as the perfect 
political opportunity and fertile 
territory to reshape and radicalise the 
political right in Britain. 

The move rests on the idea that 
there is a large overlap between those 
vociferously opposed to lockdown, 
people who advocate a no-deal Brexit 
and those who are anti-immigration. 
The party is also seeking to win 
support from elements in the national 
press and rightwing commentariat. 

Reform UK intends to stand 
candidates at the local elections on 6 
May 2021, including for metropolitan 


mayors. It will also stand in the 
devolved legislatures and the police 
and crime commissioner elections 
in the run-up to the next scheduled 
general election in 2024. 

The Brexit Party was launched 
in April 2019 as a breakaway from 
UKIP. It won 29 seats at the European 
elections the following month. The 
party fielded 275 candidates at the 
2019 general election, winning 
644,257 votes and a 2% share of the 
vote overall. It failed to win any seats. 
The party claimed 150,000 “registered 
supporters” at its peak. 

Plans to create a new radical right 
party in a bid to reshape British 
politics first surfaced during UKIP’s 
heyday in 2014. They were backed by 
a triumvirate of former Farage allies 
— Steve Bannon, the former advisor to 
outgoing US president Donald Trump, 
Raheem Kassam, former editor in 
chief of far right Breitbart News 
London and Farage’s right hand man 
in the run-up to the 2015 European 
elections, and ex-UKIP secretary 
Matthew Richardson. 

Farage promised during the 2019 
general election campaign to rebrand 
the Brexit Party as the Reform Party 
after Britain left the EU. An earlier 
Reform UK party was founded in 
2000 by Harold Green as a breakaway 
from UKIP but merged with the 
English Democrats in 2004. 

Farage and Brexit Party chair 
Richard Tice announced the relaunch 
of the party on 2 November, while 
Farage was campaigning with Trump 
in the US presidential election. 

After Farage’s dismissal in June 
2019 by the LBC talk radio station, 
where he presented an evening 
programme, he has also tried to 
reinvent himself as a financial 
adviser, launching a daily email 
newsletter, Fortune and Freedom. 
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Let the children in 


The government keeps trying to block refugee children from coming to join family in 
Britain. This is appalling, argues Alf Dubs, the Labour peer and former child refugee 


he hostile environment 
that has characterised 
our country’s approach 
to immigration for the 
past decade has taken 
many forms, from the erosion of 
rights of the Windrush generation 
to the treatment of EU citizens 
throughout the Brexit debate. 

The government’s treatment of 
Shamima Begum — who left London to 
join ISIS in Syria in 2015 as a 15 year 
old schoolgirl — was ruled unlawful in 
July, in another example of disgraceful 
immigration decisions made by 
this government. By removing her 
British citizenship we left a young 
and vulnerable woman, who was born 
and raised in Britain, in appalling 
conditions in a refugee camp in Iraq. 

What crimes she may have 
committed should be decided by British 
courts and punished in line with the 
criminal justice system here in Britain, 
something the government must now 
facilitate by respecting the court’s 
ruling that she has a right to appeal its 
decision to make her stateless. 

With the appointment of Priti 
Patel as home secretary last July, 
all indications are that this hostile 
environment has worsened already 
and is likely to worsen further. 

Shortly after Patel’s appointment, 
her decision to mount a legal 
challenge against the decision to grant 
asylum to an 11 year old girl found 
by judges to be at high risk of female 
genital mutilation if removed from 
Britain was very troubling. 

Since then Patel’s anti-migrant 
rhetoric has barely let up. She has 
not only been critical of the rights of 
child refugees, but her suggestion that 
Britain should consider relocating 
refugees to Ascension Island or St 
Helena, remote islands in the middle 


8 | Searchlight 


of the Atlantic Ocean, was quite 
unworthy of a British home secretary. 

Against this backdrop, the 
government’s Immigration and Social 
Security (EU Withdrawal) Bill is, 
unsurprisingly, short on compassion. 
My amendment to the bill was 
designed to reinsert the very minimum 
of compassion into a depressing piece 
of legislation that reminds us of just 
how poisoned our national debate 
has become as a result of Brexit. I say 
reinsert because this amendment seeks 
simply to restore rights to refugee 
children that have already been agreed 
by both Houses of Parliament and 
have now been voted on and supported 
by the Lords on four different 
occasions in the past three years. 

In its original form, without my 
amendment, the bill means that all legal 
routes to safety that have hitherto been 
available to refugee children stranded 
in Europe but hoping to be reunited 
with family here are closed. Instead, 
the bill proposes that these legal rights 
should be replaced with government 
discretion on a case by case basis. 

This is an argument we have already 
won, four times over. The first time 
I brought an amendment to an EU 
Withdrawal Bill to enshrine the rights 
of refugee children to reunite with 
family members here was back in 
2017, when both Houses of Parliament 
supported,the amendment and it 
passed into law. 

But with last year’s new government 
came a new bill deleting my 
amendment. The Lords were asked 
to support its reinsertion in January 
this year — the second time the same 
amendment had been brought before 
them — and again they supported it. 
Again and again, the Lords have made 
clear that they are positively supportive 
of the rights of refugee children. 


The argument for providing legal 
routes to safety for refugee children 
seeking to join family members here 
is a simple one. Removing legal routes 
only benefits the criminals who prey 
on refugees, the traffickers and people 
smugglers who earn their money by 
exploiting the most vulnerable refugees 
of all — unaccompanied children. 

Closing legal routes will not mean 
fewer refugees making a perilous 
journey to safety, but it will make 
those journeys even more dangerous. 
When children fall into the hands of 
traffickers and people smugglers, as 
they can so easily do when travelling 
great distances alone, prostitution 
and human slavery is a depressingly 
common outcome. 

There is also a profound question 
of human principle at stake. We all 
have a duty to protect children and 
to do our part to assist, where we 
can, in reuniting children with their 
families. I have visited Calais and the 
refugee camps in Greece, including 
the Moria camp which was destroyed 
by fire in September. The conditions 
were appalling. Now that camp has 
been destroyed, the interim camp has 


Priti Patel may be the worst 
home secretary in my 

lifetime -1 look on in horror 

at her attacks on lawyers and 
journalists who are simply 
doing their jobs —- but we would 
be foolish to believe that she 

is atypical of the Conservative 
government asa whole 
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been flooded and there are concerns 
regarding asbestos there. These camps 
are no place for children. 

That’s why I find it shocking that 
163 Conservative MPs disagreed with 
the fundamental human principle 
that any children surviving in those 
conditions who have family here 
should be reunited with them, and 
instead opposed my amendment. 

We are faced with the greatest 
refugee crisis since the Second World 
War. With no prospect of global 
conflicts or persecution ceasing any 
time soon, the crisis is set to continue. 
And with the growing threat of 
climate change to the world’s poorest 
communities, the refugee crisis and 
global migration will only increase, as 
drought, crop failure and flooding drive 
even more people from their homes. 

This is why we need an immigration 
policy in Britain that recognises this 
global crisis and commits this country 
to playing its part in easing it. We 
also need a Europe-wide response to 
Europe’s refugee population. It can 
no longer be left to a geographical 
accident that means Mediterranean 
countries are taking a hugely 
disproportionate number of the 
refugees who make it safely to Europe. 

And it cannot be right that we in 
Britain refuse to take our fair share of 
refugee children. In the aftermath of 
the Moria fire — when 13,000 people, 
including children, were left without 
shelter or proper sanitation — many 
of our European neighbours offered 
immediate sanctuary. It is disgraceful 
that there was no response from 
the British government, despite the 
fact that some of these children are 
eligible for our help under our present 
arrangement. 

I believe that most British people 
agree that we should take our fair 
share of child refugees but it is vital 
that we also maintain the support of 
public opinion in our immigration 
and refugee policies. That requires 
understanding public feeling and the 
situation is made worse by years of 
cuts in public services. 

We have seen how in some European 
countries the far right has been eager 
to exploit refugee and migration issues 
in a cynical bid for electoral support. 
That must not be allowed to happen 
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here. We must also talk honestly about 
migration and the enormous benefits 
it brings to recipient countries. The 
coronavirus crisis has underlined 
how much our NHS depends on 
migrants. And our departure from 
the EU has revealed how dependent 
our agricultural sector is on a migrant 
workforce. Recent studies predict 
drops in global population that could 
mean an even greater long-term need 
for migrants. 

These arguments will need to keep 
being made. Priti Patel may well 
be the worst home secretary in my 
lifetime — I look on in horror at her 
attacks on lawyers and journalists 
who are simply doing their jobs — but 
we would be foolish to believe that she 
is atypical of the current Conservative 
government as a whole. 

Whether the Commons accepts my 
amendment at the next time of asking 


or not, we are a very long way from 
having the kind of immigration policies 
that reflect the world we live in and 
that serve our society, economy and 
our common humanity. And so the 
campaign continues. 


As Searchlight went 
to press, the bill was finally 
passed into law. After Alf Dubs’ 
repeated attempts to press his 
amendment, and exchanges 
between the Commons and 
the Lords, the government was 
forced to make a commitment 
in the new law to a review of 
legal routes of entry for people 
who have claimed asylum 
overseas or are seeking asylum 
here, including unaccompanied 
children seeking to join family 
members in Britain. 


Alf Dubs: 
‘The campaign 
continues’ 
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Out of office 


Donald Trump was roundly defeated in the US presidential election. But pro-Trump 
election protests could be a new seedbed for the far right, warns Leonard Zeskind 


he US elections on 3 
November decided 
everything from who 
would be the country’s 
president to who would 
be the local dog catcher. A record 
number of voters turned out and the 
total cost of these election is projected 
to reach a record-smashing $14bn. 

Donald Trump, in office since 2016, 
lost the popular vote by about four 
million and his Democrat opponent 
Joe Biden was leading at the time of 
going to press in Arizona and Georgia 
— for the first time in decades. It was 
not a close presidential election, but 
the Republican Party held on, and in 
many locales it thrived. And the far 
right, which embedded itself in the 
Republican fold during the Trump 
presidency, will remain a racist and 
bigoted danger. 

Meanwhile, the militias and other 
white supremacists have grown 
dramatically during the past four 
years and exist almost in a dual power 
situation in some locales. 

Militia 

During anti-racist protests against 
police brutality and murder last 
summer, these militias, the Proud 
Boys and other white supremacists 
intervened (or tried to intervene) more 
than 100 times. A new report by the 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights (IREHR), Ammon’s 
Army, documents how a militia 
organisation grew from a couple of 
dozen members last March to about 
23,000 men and women under arms 
by October. It grew by attaching itself 
to anti-social fears that requirements 
to wear a mask and stop the spread of 
coronavirus would infringe on people’s 
rights. 

Also gaining followers was the 
QAnon conspiracy theory. Millions are 


Good riddance: 
Trump heads for 
the exit 
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estimated to have become followers 
of this far right conspiracy theory, 
which alleges that the world is run by 
a powerful cabal of Satan-worshipping 
paedophiles who operate a global 
child sex trafficking ring. It is a racist, 
anti-immigrant and often antisemitic 
set of ideas — QAnon theorists put the 
Jewish philanthropist George Soros 
at the centre of this cabal, which was 
supposedly working to undermine 
Trump. Not a word do they say about 
the Mexican children who Trump took 
from their parents and put in cells. 
QAnon supporters also ran for 
office — and several won. Biden won 
in Colorado, but in the western part 
of the state a QAnon Republican, 
Lauren Boebert, won a House of 
Representatives seat. Boebert is a 
gun rights activist and owns an “open 
carry” restaurant — meaning that guns 
are openly worn on the hip. She is 
the first woman to win that seat. In 
Georgia, QAnon conspiracy theorist 
Republican Marjory Taylor Greene 
won with 74.8% of the vote. In North 
Carolina, QAnon Republican Madison 
Cawthorn, a racist and a gun rights 
activist, won with 54.5% of the vote. 
The IREHR followed the vote with 
a report entitled The Far-Right in the 
2020 Election. We tracked 107 far 
right affiliated candidates in the 2020 
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Pro-Trump 
activists, including 
one in the Proud 
Boys’ favoured 
black and yellow 
polo shirt, protest 
at the vote 


general election. As of 4 November — 
the day after the election — 21 far right 
candidates had been confirmed as 
winners. Just six of 54 far right federal 
candidates won (three incumbents, 
three newly elected), while four races 
had not yet been called at the time 

of writing. At the state level, 15 of 

53 far-right candidates won (nine 
incumbents, six newly elected). 

Among the notable victors was 
Florida Republican incumbent Matt 
Gaetz, who won with 64.6% of the vote. 
Gaetz is notable for having Proud Boys 
provide security at a campaign event. 
Another candidate boasting a Proud 
Boys link, Cord Byrd, retained his 
Florida seat with 68.2% of the vote. He 
was recently photographed with friends 
on a boat waving the QAnon flag, while 
his wife, Esther Byrd, is also notable for 
defending the Proud Boys. 

During the week following the 
election, while votes were still being 
counted, Trump denounced the 
counting of legal postal votes as 
“fraud”. Many elected officials from 
the Republican Party stepped up and 
acknowledged that the president had 
no evidence for such a claim and that 
he was making a false statement. 
Nevertheless, there was a burst of 
protests at vote-counting sites across 
the country by Trump supporters, 


under the slogan, “Stop the steal”. 
The protestors believed, like Trump, 
that the ordinary counting of votes 
by Democrats and Republicans 
constituted an attempt to steal the 
election by the Democrats. 

On the Saturday after Biden and vice- 
president Kamala Harris were declared 
winners, several hundred Trump 
supporters descended on the Arizona 
State Capitol to protest against Biden’s 
victory, including at least a dozen men 
carrying military-style rifles. 


Rifles 


At several points, the crowd chanted 
“Fox News sucks” and “Where is 
Ducey?” — targeting Doug Ducey, 
Arizona’s relatively moderate 
Republican governor, who had not 
attended any pro-Trump protests 
during the count. 

There were other armed protests 
across the country, from Oregon to 
Pennsylvania. IREHR president Devin 
Burghart has analysed these protests, 
declaring them the seedbed for the 
future far right. 

During the election period a 
number of liberal opinion columnists 
finally acknowledged that some white 
people were afraid of becoming a 
minority in a nation of minorities. 
Already, white children are not in 
the majority among their age group. 
Some time in the 2040s, demographic 
changes will mean white people will 
lose their current majority status. 
That is the fact that is driving the 
white nationalist movement now. 

And this is why so many white 
people voted for the obviously racist 
Trump. According to a New York 
Times exit poll, 58% of white people 
voted for Trump. They do not want to 
lose the privileges and prerogatives 
of majority status. They will not be 
satisfied unless they can claim to be 
on top. And that fact will drive the 
presidential elections of the future. 
Meanwhile, the presence of Harris, 
the daughter of Jamaican and Indian 
parents, in the vice-president’s seat 
will drive them crazy. ® 


Many thanks to all of the IREHR 
research team for their assistance. For 


the full IREHR election report, go to 
is.gd/IREHRelection2020 
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ith opinion polls placing the Lega 
party at around 25%, the Brothers of 
Italy (FdI) at 16% and Forza Italia 
at around 8%, Italy is on a course of 
what some call “rightwing populism” 
— except that one of the ingredients they have in common 
is simply fascism, newly dressed, newly packaged and 
rebranded at a precise date in recent history. 

All three parties occupy the positions they have today 
because of a pivotal decision by Forza Italia leader Silvio 
Berlusconi in May 1994, during his first stint as Italy’s prime 
minister. He brought the racist party then known as Lega 
Nord and Benito Mussolini’s fascist heirs, the Alleanza 
Nazionale, into his first government. Seismic changes in 
politics can take time before they are fully understood. 


their own 


Matteo Salvini's Lega and the fascist Brothers of Italy are now centre stage, 
after Silvio Berlusconi opened the way in the 1990s, writes Alfio Bernabei 


The fascist 

Fdl’s Giorgia 
Meloni, with 
Matteo Salvini 
(centre) and Silvio 
Berlusconi (right) 
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Matteo Salvini, the Lega’s leader, and FdI leader 
Giorgia Meloni both owe their ascendancy to the fact 
that Berlusconi established public platforms for racists 
and fascists to be elected and enter the government. By 
providing legitimate outlets he encouraged suppressed 
sympathies for authoritarianism and nationalism to 
flourish, allowing xenophobic sentiments to come into the 
open and seduce a considerable part of the electorate. 

As Berlusconi himself declared at a conference of Forza 
Italia in September 2019, “The Lega and the fascists — it 
was us who let them enter the government; it was us who 
gave them legitimacy; it was us who made them part of the 
Italian constitution.” In reality, Berlusconi never formally 
changed the constitution, which forbids the reconstitution 
of fascism. He simply breached its most sacrosanct 


oming into 
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principle, proving that even today it is possible for a prime party. Now, thanks to Meloni, he is in her party’s national 


minister to repeat what Mussolini did after 1922 — and executive. In 2019 another local party coordinator 
retain great popularity. addressed unprintable obscene remarks against Liliana 
The standing of the Lega, the FdI and Forza Italia in Segré, a 90 year old Holocaust survivor who needs 
: today’s opinion polls shows that nearly half the Italian bodyguards to protect her from attack. Also in 2019, a 
electorate favours parties that harbour racists and fascists party councillor, perhaps counting on Meloni’s traditional 
in their midst — and many are not of the shy type, but sport binary position on gender, wrote in a message, “Kill them 
fascist symbols, use fascist slogans, celebrate Mussolini all, lesbians, gays.” 
and make fascist salutes in public. Also in 2019 a group of FdI party activists chose to 
Meloni knows this full well, even if she spends much celebrate the anniversary of Mussolini’s march on Rome 
of her time denying that she has anything to do with the near a place where in 1944 the fascists killed 42 people, 
fascists. Asked what she thought of fascism, her answer including 30 partisans. 
was, “I have a serene relationship with it.” Serene. Can One of those present at the dinner table, on which was 
anyone have a serene relationship with the ideology behind placed a menu with the dictator’s image, was Francesco 
an international alliance that led to 60 million deaths? Acquaroli. In September 2020, Meloni chose him to 
Meloni has also said she has never seen a fascist salute, represent the party at the local elections in the Marche 
although one of her mentors, Ignazio La Russa, raised his region. He won with 49% of the vote. 
right arm even in Italy’s parliament. Meloni is now exploiting Salvini’s decline in popularity 
Is Meloni herself a fascist? Countless episodes show she to overtake him in her role of “femme fascista”. She is 
must be one, perhaps a “fascist of the Third Millennium”. helped by social media — which disseminates images of 
That is the term coined by the fascist leader of CasaPound her as a mother, a good cook and a Christian devoted to 
in 2011, when Meloni, then aged 31, became Italy’s “Pope patriot” John Paul II — in order to win sympathy for 
youngest ever minister in the fourth cabinet led by her party’s anti-immigration policies, opposition to civil 
Berlusconi. She was a typical Berlusconi choice, with a partnerships and use of the army as the keeper of order. 
background of activism since the age of 15 in the Youth Now that she has become president of the European 


Front of the MSI (Italian Social Movement). This is the 


party set up in 1946 that inherited the legacy of the puppet ° 
Salo Republic, led by Mussolini but controlled by Adolf As ke d what Ss he thou g ht of fascis mM, 


Hitler. The MSI leader was Giorgio Almirante. As recently M e l O ni’ Ss answer was ‘T h ave aserene 
’ 


as May 2020 Meloni paid homage to Almirante, saying, 

“Love for Italy, honesty, coherence and courage are values ye]ation ship with it’ 
which he conveyed to the Italian right and which we pursue 

every day. A great man we will never forget.” 


Almirante worked for Mussolini as head of propaganda Conservatives and Reformists group in the European 
during the Salo Republic, and acted alongside Nazi-fascists parliament, she can exercise transnational influence and 
in hunting down anti-fascist partisans, ordering their killing, organise activities in line with her own party. 
as well as targeting Allied soldiers who were engaged in On the other side of the Atlantic, Meloni is close to 
liberating Italy from fascism. He advocated racist laws that the US Republican Party. In 2019 she attended the 
sent thousands of Italian Jews to extermination camps. He Conservative Political Action Conference hosted by the 
wrote, “Racism has to become the nourishment of everyone American Conservative Union. In 2020 she was the only 
for everyone, otherwise we will succumb to the game of Italian invited to attend the National Prayer Breakfast 
mixed-race people and the Jews.” in Washington organised by the Fellowship Foundation. 

After Meloni’s homage to Almirante, there is little Former US presidential advisor Steve Bannon was a guest 
that one can add to describe her true political identity. of honour at a Meloni event in Italy, praising her as “the 
But it may be worth mentioning some examples of what rational face of populism of the right”. 
members of her party are up to. Meanwhile, a report in the Italian weekly L’Espresso 

In 2016, Francesco Minutillo, a regional party traced large sums of money pouring into the FdI coffers 
coordinator, was quoted as saying, “We need new racial from companies in the tobacco, petrol and tech industries 
laws to protect Christianity. But the Italians are cowards among others. Within Italy, Meloni can count on the 
who may not do so because of the lousy Italian constitution support of at least four national newspapers. 
written by those pigs, the partisans. Uncle Adolf should Unless Italy’s independent prime minister, former 
return to establish order.” He was suspended from the university professor Giuseppe Conte, decides to set up his 


own party — something that has been rumoured because 
of the high level of support he is enjoying — there is no real 
electoral challenge to the Meloni-Salvini combination. The 


A report in L’Espresso traced large sums 


1 1 leftwing Partito Democratico remains stuck on around 
of money enmailas. into the Pdl coffers 20% in the opinion polls. Even an alliance of that party 
from companies in the tobacco, petrol with the populist Five Star Movement, which stands at 

r : about 15% in the polls, is not enough to present a challenge 
and te ch in du stries to the children of Mussolini — the threat is here. @ 
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After a lengthy trial, the Greek courts finally declared that the fascist Golden Dawn 
party was a criminal organisation. Cherry Sewell looks at the party's rise and fall 


Twilight for 
Golden Dawn 


he biggest trial of 
fascists since the 
Nuremberg trials of 
the Nazis between 1945 
and 1949 finished in 
October 2020, when the appeals 
court in Athens, Greece, gave a 
momentous verdict. After a trial of 
68 leaders, members and associates 
of the fascist party Golden Dawn 
(Chrysi Avgi), taking five and a half 
years, it pronounced Golden Dawn a 
criminal organisation responsible for 
numerous violent hate crimes. 

Party leader Nikos Michaloliakos, 

a clutch of former MPs — Christos 
Pappas, Artemis Matthaiopoulos, Ilias 
Panagiotaros, Ilias Kasidiaris, Giorgos 
Germenis — and MEP Ioannis Lagos 
were all convicted of running a criminal 
organisation. On 14 October the leaders 
were sentenced to 13 years in prison, 
close to the maximum possible penalty. 
The party’s other 12 ex-MPs were found 
guilty of membership of a criminal 
organisation and were given sentences 
of between five and 10 years. 

Golden Dawn supporter Giorgos 
Roupakias was found guilty of 
murdering rap musician Pavlos 
Fyssas, while 15 others were convicted 
of conspiracy, membership of a 
criminal organisation and possession 
of weapons. Fyssas, an anti-fascist, 
had been stabbed to death in the 
port town of Piraeus in September 
2013. Roupakias was jailed for life for 
the murder. His co-conspirators got 
sentences of five to eight years. 

Five other Golden Dawn members 


were convicted of the attempted murder 
of an Egyptian fisherman and four more 


14 | Searchlight 


Cherry Sewell 


from the Greece 
Solidarity 
Campaign is 
part of the 
international 
movement 
standing with 
anti-fascists in 
Greece 


members were convicted of grievous 
bodily harm after attacking trade 
unionists. Another 20 were convicted of 
membership of a criminal organisation 
and possession of weapons. 

The verdict is highly significant for 
Greece and for Europe. It marks a 
historic defeat of this wave of fascism 
in Greece and a public condemnation 
of what it stood for. It is also a big 
blow to extreme right parties across 
Europe and beyond that admired the 
success of Golden Dawn and worked 
with it internationally. 


Extreme 


Golden Dawn was an archetypal 
fascist party. Its leaders admired 
Hitler. It promoted extreme 
nationalism, antisemitism and 
racism. It manufactured nationalist 
flag-waving, torchlit spectacles, while 
training and organising gangs of street 
thugs to terrorise, attack and murder 
migrants, trade unionists, political 
opponents, LGBT people, doctors, 
artists, teachers and writers. There 
were countless victims. But the party 
won enough support in 2012 to enter 
parliament for the first time. 

The mass anti-fascist demonstrations 
of outrage at the Fyssas murder pushed 
the state to act and to arrest and charge 
Golden Dawn leaders and members in 
late September 2013. Links between the 
police and Golden Dawn were exposed 


and several senior police officers were 
sacked or suspended. In February 
2015, a judicial panel charged 69 party 
leaders with belonging to a criminal 
organisation, as well as possession 

of illegal weapons, extortion, bodily 
harm and murder. In March 2015 all 
detained Golden Dawn members were 
released because Greek law allows for 
a maximum pre-trial detention of 18 
months. The trial commenced on 20 
April 2015. 

But how did such a party rise in 
popularity in the heart of Europe? 

It was founded in the 1980s by 
Michaloliakos, a nazi fanatic and 
Holocaust denier. It remained a small 
extremist group until its leaders took 
advantage of the huge crisis that hit 
Greece from 2011 onwards. 

The so-called “Troika” of the 
European Central Bank, International 
Monetary Fund and European 
Commission imposed extreme austerity 
measures in return for huge loans to the 
Greek government from German and 
French banks. Millions lost their jobs 
and homes, wages and pensions were 
slashed, and 3 million people had no 
healthcare. Poverty and suicide soared. 

Trade unions organised strikes and 
resistance to austerity. Activists set up 
social solidarity centres with kitchens, 
clothing, skills exchanges and free 
clinics. Golden Dawn tried to woo newly 
impoverished Greek people with stunts, 


The verdict is significant for Greece and Europe. It 
marks a historic defeat of this wave of fascism in 
Greece and a public condemnation of what it stood for 
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like a well publicised food distribution 
for Greeks only, claiming to oppose 

a global financial elite while actually 
ramping up racist scapegoating of 
migrants. It organised a “youth front” 
to leaflet schools and tried to occupy 
schools with migrant pupils. 

In the May 2012 elections Golden 
Dawn won almost 7% of the vote and 
18 seats in parliament. It maintained 
this level of support in all elections until 
2015. The party softened its image for 
the 2014 European elections, putting up 
professional, middle class candidates 
and duly won a shocking 9.4% of the 
vote, gaining three MEPs. 

The roots of fascism are deep in 
Greece. The leadership of Golden 
Dawn has both direct ideological 
and personal links to leading Greek 
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Mourners carry 
anti-fascist 
placards at the 
funeral of Shehzad 
Luqman, who was 
murdered by two 
men with links to 
Golden Dawn 
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collaborators with the Nazis during 
the Second World War, and with those 
who fought against Greek communists 
in the 1946-49 civil war and went on to 
form the fascist military dictatorship 

— the Colonels’ regime — that ruled 
Greece between 1967 and 1974. 


Now anti-fascists are celebrating. A 
huge crowd of hundreds of thousands 
of anti-fascists waited for the verdict 
outside the Athens courthouse on 7 
October. The defeat of Golden Dawn 
was the result of the mobilisation of 
this mass movement over many years, 
together with the organisation of a 
strong anti-fascist presence during the 
trial, providing free lawyers, support 
for witnesses and reporting. Magda 


Fyssas, the mother of the murdered 
Pavlos, attended the whole trial and 
has become an anti-fascist figurehead. 

A powerful united front was built 
to oppose Golden Dawn, bringing 
together trade unionists, migrants, 
students and the social solidarity 
movement, led by anti-fascist groups 
such as Keerfa. They won support 
from organisations abroad including, 
in Britain, the Greece Solidarity 
Campaign, Stand Up to Racism and 
Anti-Fascist Action for Greece. 

Resistance to Golden Dawn was 
also able to draw on Greece’s strong 
anti-fascist tradition. For many years 
the people of Greece lived under and 
determinedly resisted fascism, first 
the brutal Nazi occupation of 1941- 
45 — which brought mass murder, the 
destruction of villages, torture and 
the deportation of Jewish people to 
Auschwitz — and then the Colonels’ 
military dictatorship. This left indelible 
marks on the collective memory of 
towns and villages across Greece. 

In the 2019 elections, with the trial 
under way, Golden Dawn failed to 
achieve 3% of the vote and lost all its 
seats in parliament. By October 2020 
all its offices were shut down. 

But the fight goes on. The rightwing 
New Democracy government has 
taken on the mantle of racism and 
scapegoating and is attacking trade 
unions and the left. There are also 
new far right groups emerging, such 
as Greek Solution, which won 4% and 
10 seats in the 2019 elections. And we 
have to ask, why did the state allow 
Golden Dawn to act with impunity for 
so long? 
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Dawn runner 


One of the leaders of Greek fascist party Golden Dawn is reluctant to face the music, 
following his conviction for leading a criminal organisation. Cherry Sewell reports 


hristos Pappas, number two in the leadership 
of Greek fascist party Golden Dawn, who was 
convicted of leading a criminal organisation 
and sentenced to 13 years’ imprisonment, 
has defied the court and gone to ground. He 
evaded arrest by the Greek police when the party’s other 
leaders were imprisoned. 
On 22 October, the Athens court rejected a call for 
the suspension of the prison sentences of 39 leaders and 
members of Golden Dawn. Pappas’s lawyer, Perikilis 
Stavrianakis, said his client was “disappointed” and had 
made a “conscious decision” not to turn himself in to the 
authorities as required. His client believed his conviction 
would be quashed on appeal, Stavrianakis said. The police 
raided houses in Athens and Ioannina, northwest Greece, 
searching for Pappas — but without success. 
Four days later Stavrianakis announced that Pappas, still 
in hiding, had lodged an appeal against his conviction. He 


is believed to be 
behind Golden 
Dawn’s adoption 
of symbols 
inspired by Hitler's 
Third Reich 
(below) 
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Christos Pappas 


chuckled when he told broadcaster ERT that he couldn’t 
say whether Pappas had escaped abroad. 

This is a Greek police fiasco. The government said 
Pappas had been under police surveillance, so it remains 
unclear how he escaped — although there has been 
evidence of police collusion with Golden Dawn in the past. 

Another convicted leader of Golden Dawn, Ioannis 
Lagos, who faces 13 years in prison, also evaded prison 
because he has immunity as an elected MEP. The supreme 
court is expected to lift this immunity, however. 


Founding 


Pappas, a former furniture shop owner, was one of the 
founding members of Golden Dawn and a close friend of 
party leader Nikos Michaloliakos. His father, a lieutenant 
general in the military, had been a close associate of former 
Greek dictator Giorgos Papadopoulos and a member of the 
“revolutionary committee” under the Colonels’ dictatorship 
of 1967-74. 

Pappas himself was widely seen as Golden Dawn’s 
ideological godfather. He has frequently been 
photographed under a nazi flag. For years he allegedly 
held an all night vigil on Hitler’s birthday at a German 
cemetery. He was also recorded on video teaching children 
the Nazi salute and “Heil Hitler” chants. This video was 
reportedly one of four submitted as evidence by the Greek 
prosecutors. He has been credited with introducing the 
party’s use of symbols inspired by the Third Reich. 

And he has gone on the run before, when the Golden 
Dawn leaders were first arrested in 2013 over the murder 
of anti-fascist rapper Pavlos Fyssas. In 2013, the police 
found pictures of Hitler and Nazi paraphernalia in his 
house. They also found handwritten documents detailing 
the three-level hierarchical structure of Golden Dawn. 

On the lowest level were the political department and 
the magazine. Level two contained the political council, 
comprised of “the movement for study of the European 
cultural creation”, a kind of thinktank that produced nazi 
publications. On level one was the Golden Lodge — the 
central council. Above that was the party leader. 

Despite being arrested in 2013 and held in custody, 
Pappas was re-elected to the Greek parliament in January 
2015. In March of that year he was released after completing 
the maximum 18 months’ pre-trial detention allowed by 
Greek law. As part of the terms of his release he had to 
remain in the region of Attica and surrender his passport. 

If the authorities have retained his passport he may not 
have escaped abroad. But at the time of going to press, the 
fugitive fascist’s whereabouts were unknown. e 
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_ Russia traffic 


As controversy continues over links between Boris Johnson's Tory government 
and Russia, our special report uncovers more connections. By Gerry Gable 


hen the 
long-delayed 
Russia 
report was 
published by 
the parliamentary Intelligence 
and Security Committee (ISC) in 
July, prime minister Boris Johnson 
was quick to dismiss calls for a 

full investigation into the effect 

of Russian interference in British 
democracy, notably the Brexit 
referendum and the 2014 Scottish 
independence poll. 

The report exposed the web of 
Russian influence that permeates 
the upper ranks of the British 
political and business establishment 
and the alleged billions of pounds of 
dirty money invested over decades 
in Britain's real estate, business and 
luxury goods. 

The ISC report was ready in 
October 2019. It is no coincidence 
that the ISC announced its 
publication within 24 hours of the 
election of Julian Lewis as its chair 
instead of Johnson's preferred 
candidate, Chris “Failing” Grayling. 
Clearly Johnson had wanted to 
keep the report secret. 

The report's conclusions came 
as no surprise to Searchlight. Since 
last year we have been carrying out 
our own investigation focused on 
the extensive Russian links in the 
networks surrounding Johnson. 
We publish the results of that 
investigation in this special report. 

Our report names British 
bloggers and social influencers 
who attended a series of “digital 
barbecues” at the Russian embassy. 
These events were intended to 
build links between Russia and 
the Conservative Party. Guests 
included Paul Staines of the Guido 
Fawkes blog and Jennifer Arcuri, a 
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US technology entrepreneur who 
had a close friendship with Johnson 
and controversially went on three 
official trade missions. 

We also expose the Russian 
connections of the people around 
Johnson's fiancée Carrie Symonds 
and reveal that one of her past 
close friends also had strong links 
with the far right Traditional Britain 
Group and its founder Gregory 
Lauder-Frost, who among other 
things contributes to the thinktank 
Katehon, which supports Russian 
president Vladimir Putin. 

As mayor of London from 2008 to 
2016, Johnson keenly promoted links 
with Moscow's city government and 
Russian cultural organisations. But 
behind the scenes we found Lord 
Sudeley, president of the TBG, and 
well known supporter of Holocaust 
denier Michéle Renouf (see page 26). 

In summer 2020 Searchlight 
exposed strange connections 
between the far right and the 
Conservative Party and revealed 
that home secretary Priti Patel had 
attended meetings of the Bruges 
Group, an anti-EU thinktank that 
attracts many far right activists to 
its activities. 

Johnson will find it difficult to set 
aside the overwhelming evidence 
of Russian influence that presents 
a dangerous challenge to our 
democracy. His own commitment 
to democracy must be in doubt. 

In July the government 
ensured that parliament would 
have no power to scrutinise 
Britain’s proposed trade deals 
following Brexit. Johnson vested 
unprecedented power in his now 
departed chief adviser, Dominic 
Cummings, who was neither elected 
nor a career civil servant. The 
government has undermined the civil 


Kremlin towers: 
how far from the 
famous cathedral 
of St Basil in 
Moscow does 
Putin's writ run? 


service, resulting in the departures 
of cabinet secretary Mark Sedwill 
and several other top officials. The 
attempt to impose Grayling as head 
of the ISC is another case in point. 
Would Grayling have published the 
Russia report? 

Russia's nefarious interference in 
Britain has been apparent for some 
time, although its full extent has not 
previously been brought together 
so effectively. The poisoning of 
Sergei and Yulia Skripal in March 
2018 was a blatant attack by 
Russian agents. In November 2006 
Alexander Litvinenko died in London 
from poisoning by radioactive 
polonium-210. The prime suspect 
was Andrey Lugovoy, a former 
member of the Russian federal 
protective service. 

Following publication of the ISC’s 
Russia report, Johnson announced 
that MI5 would be given more 
powers to stop foreign interference 
in Britain. Time will tell whether 
these powers are more than 


window dressing. * 
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Prime minister 

_ Boris Johnson's 
Russian links are 
in question 


Our special report provides an analysis of the 
connections established by key Russian and 
British players in the networks surrounding 
Boris Johnson. They include Russian diplomats, 
oligarchs and others in addition to groups 

and individuals based in Britain. In addition, 
we have attempted to place Johnson himself 
as a key player within this network and to 
identify the timeline of his Russian connections, 
whether through family or relationships put in 
place during his time as mayor of London and 
afterwards. By Paul Wainwright 


Johnson's family connections with Russia go back 
many years. He was given the middle name Boris 
after a Russian émigré his parents had once met. His 
father, Stanley Johnson, visited Moscow in 1988 for 
a conference and was back again in 2005 with Max, 
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one of his other sons. In 2010, Stanley Johnson met 
Russian president Vladimir Putin and film star Leonardo 
DiCaprio in relation to tiger conservation. It is also 
worthwhile noting that Stanley Johnson’s cousin, Colin 
Williams, ran a business that sold metals to Russia and 
it was Williams who helped Max Johnson obtain a visa to 
enable him to work in Moscow. 

Boris Johnson told Moscow mayor Yuri Luzhkov in 
2008 that he had “many happy memories of Moscow”. A 
2013 meeting between Johnson, then mayor of London, 
and the Russian ambassador to Britain, Alexander 
Yakovenko, came in the same year as Brexit Party leader 
Nigel Farage met the ambassador, a year after the 
Conservative Friends of Russia was founded. 

Johnson has also been backed by Russian oligarchs, 
including Alexander Temerko, Alexander Lebedev and 
his son, Evgeny, owner of the /ndependent and Evening 
Standard. Johnson has continued to maintain a close 
relationship with Evgeny Lebedev. He made several 
visits to Lebedev's infamous Tuscan parties, on one 
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occasion attending when he was foreign secretary, 
without his security detail. 

While Johnson was mayor of London, confidential 
letters revealed plans to meet Russians in Moscow and 
Davos, Switzerland, from 2008 to 2013. One of these 
was a Ukrainian-born oligarch Dmytro Firtash, currently 
awaiting extradition to the US, who has extensive 
connections to Putin, the Russian underworld and the 
“Brexit establishment”, including culture minister John 
Whittingdale and Johnson. 


Sergey Nalobin 


Between 2010 and 2015, Sergey Nalobin, the son of 
former KGB general Nikolai Nalobin, was the first 
secretary of the political section at the Russian embassy 
in Britain, where his remit included the development 
of bilateral relations between the two countries and 
political and legal issues. From 1996 to 2001, Nalobin 
studied at Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations where he graduated from the faculty of 
international law. After graduation, he joined the 
Russian diplomatic service. From 2001 to 2004, he 
served as the attaché and later as the third secretary of 
Russia’s embassy in Venezuela. 

From 2011 onward, Nalobin met various British social 
media “influencers” at regular “digital barbecues” hosted 
at the Russian embassy. These events were intended to 
build ties between Russia and the Conservative Party. 
Nalobin left London in 2015 after concluding his five-year 
mission. He now lives in Moscow. 


Paul Staines 


Social media influencers alleged to have attended 
Nalobin’s barbecues included Paul Staines of the 
rightwing Guido Fawkes blog. According to the Guardian, 
Staines is a former member of the Committee for a Free 


Paul Staines of 
the Guido Fawkes 
blog (below left) 
and Jennifer Arcuri 
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Britain, a shadowy organisation funded by Sir James 
Goldsmith and Rupert Murdoch. Staines has been active 
in the Libertarian Alliance. 

In addition to working as “foreign policy analyst” for 
the Committee for a Free Britain, Staines acted as editor 
of British Briefing, its longstanding publication, which has 
been described as a “monthly intelligence analysis of 
the activities of the extreme left” that sought to “smear 
Labour MPs and left-leaning lawyers and writers”. 


Jennifer Arcuri 


Jennifer Arcuri is also believed to have attended 
Nalobin’s barbecues although she has denied this. 
Her company, Innotech, was awarded £10,000 from a 
London mayoral fund in 2013, followed the next year 
by £15,000 awarded to Arcuri from a government 
programme. 

Johnson intervened to allow her to join three trade 
mission trips. Arcuri has stated in communications 
to Johnson, “I've been nothing but loyal, faithful, 
supportive, and a true confidante of yours. I’ve kept 
your secrets, and I’ve been your friend.” One wonders 
what those “secrets” might be. 

As a footnote, her friend, Eugene Metreveli, a Russian 
IT security specialist, helped Arcuri meet Johnson and 
launch her business in 2012. 


Digital barbecues 


The first digital barbecue event was co-hosted with 
Staines and his business partner, Jag Singh. In 2006, 
Staines along with Singh co-founded MessageSpace, 
a digital advertising agency running an advertising 
network representing dozens of leading political 
websites. 

In 2012 it advised Johnson's successful election 
campaign for London mayor. The first barbecue was 
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arranged by Portland Communications and was paid for 
by the Russians. Staines’ company MessageSpace would 
later accept a contract promoting the Russian embassy 
on social media. 


Conservative Friends of Russia 


Nalobin’s most controversial role was helping to 
establish the Conservative Friends of Russia, later 
renamed the Westminster Russia Forum. This pro- 


Kremlin group was launched in the Russian embassy’s 
gardens in August 2012 by Yakovenko and Nalobin. It 
was attended by several senior Conservatives, including 
the then chair of the Commons culture and media 
committee and later culture minister Whittingdale, the 
group’s honorary vice president. 

Whittingdale was accompanied by his then office aide, 
Carrie Symonds, who was promoted to special advisor 
when he moved into the Cabinet in 2015. Without the 
knowledge of the government, Whittingdale was also 
seeing Belarusian Natalia Lokhanova, who appears to 
have already known Nalobin in June 2012 before, she 
met Whittingdale. 


Symonds is now well known as Johnson's partner. 

In September 2012, friends of Symonds travelled to 
Russia at Moscow's expense, stopping in the capital 
and St Petersburg to visit the Russian parliament, news 
agency TASS and other pro-Kremlin organisations. Also 


20 | Searchlight 


Carrie Symonds 


in attendance were Singh and Harry Cole, who later 
became Symonds’ boyfriend. It should be noted that 
Symonds’ former boyfriends, Oliver Haiste and Harry 
Cole - as well as Johnson - all have well documented 
links to Moscow. Cole was a contributor to the Guido 
Fawkes blog and had visited Moscow in December 2011 
with Singh after Staines had co-hosted the first digital 
barbecue at the Russian embassy. 


Oliver Haiste 


Haiste was Symonds’ boyfriend between 2007 and 
2010 and helped move her into the Conservative 
Party. In 2013 Haiste stood as a London local election 
candidate for UKIP. Later in 2016 he helped to set up 
and run English Pravda, although questions relating 
to its authenticity have been raised from a number 
of sources. It now no longer exists. One thing that is 
certain is that Haiste has contributed articles to an 
online site, Pravdareport.com, which is based in Russia. 
In 2016 a comment piece by Haiste entitled, “What 
Europe can learn about immigration from Russia”, 
appeared on this site. 

Until very recently Haiste had strong links with the 
far right Traditional Britain Group and its founder, 
Gregory Lauder-Frost, who has connections with 
Aleksandr Dugin and other Russian ideologues through 
his directorship of Arktos Media. Lauder-Frost also 
contributes to the pro-Putin thinktank Katehon, which 
has directors linked with the Russian foreign intelligence 
service. 


Richard Barnes 


Another attendee at the launch of the Conservative 
Friends of Russia at the Russian embassy in August 
2012 was Johnson's then deputy mayor, Richard 
Barnes. Barnes was sent by Johnson to attend a Global 
Policy Forum in the Russian city of Yaroslav for five 
nights in 2011. Barnes left the Conservative Party for 
UKIP in 2014, following a scandal in 2013. But Barnes 
continues to associate with his Russian friends in 
Westminster, including fellow Russophile Whittingdale 
and Conservative MP Daniel Kawczynski. 


Ensemble Productions 


Following Johnson's election as mayor of London in 
2008, a decision was made to discontinue the Russian 
Winter Festival, which had taken place in London, 
and to replace it instead with a new Russian festival, 
Maslenitsa. 

The proposal for the new festival - from a UK- 
registered company called Ensemble Productions - was 
already supported by Moscow's city government, the 
Russian embassy, the Russian culture charity, Pushkin 
House, and the Russian Speaking Community Council. 
The executive director of Pushkin House was Julian 
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the KGB before her arrival in Britain and her marriage to 
Lord Sudeley. 

Lady Michéle Renouf is also listed on the organising 
committee for the 2006 event. Renouf is connected to 
the TBG and was a regular attendee at events organised 
by the now defunct London Forum. She also has links 
with Holocaust deniers (see page 26). 


Richard Barnes, 
who was deputy 
mayor of 
London under 
Johnson (left), 
and Stephanie 
Gorbounova 
(below) with the 
then mayor in 


dare The War and Peace Ball's organising committee list also 


includes Stephanie Gorbounova and the Russian agent 
Anna Chapman, who is infamous for having established 
a London-based spy ring. 

Gorbounova acquired a Swedish passport as an 
adult, having been brought up in Russia and attending 
University in Moscow (a prime recruiting ground for the 
Russian intelligence services). After she graduated from 
Moscow State University in 1991 with a PhD in applied 
maths, there is a mysterious eight-year gap in her CV 
before she re-emerges in Sweden in 1999, where she 
was employed as an actuary until 2003. 

Sometime after that Gorbounova relocated to Britain, 
beginning to circulate in fashion and artistic circles, and 
establishing a network of connections that resulted in 
Gallant - a Conservative Party activist and the main her friendship ultimately with Johnson. 
shareholder in Ensemble Productions. The company’s Officially Gorbounova is listed as being an executive 
chief executive was Olga Balakleets, culture secretary of 
the RSCC and Gallant's wife. Russia would provide the 
majority of funding for the festival. Johnson annually 
requested this support from high-ranking Russian 
officials and instructed them to follow up with Ensemble 
Productions directly. These officials included Putin's 
chief of staff, Sergei lvanov - the architect of Russian 
interference in the 2016 US presidential election - and 
Moscow mayor Luzhkov. 

In 2013, corporate sponsorship for the Maslenitsa 
festival appears to have gone directly to Ensemble 
Productions. Also in 2013 the company coordinated 
the Days of Ukraine festival in London, which was 
supported by Johnson and organised by the Firtash 
Foundation. The oligarch Firtash is a close supporter 
of Viktor Yanukovych, the former president of Ukraine, 
who was ousted after the “Euromaidan” protests of 
2013-14. 


Russia Link is a company concerned with “bringing 
Russia to Great Britain” through organising a range of 
business, educational, travel and cultural events. Marina 
Kobysh is listed as a director of Russia Link and sat on 
the organising committee of the annual London-based, 
War and Peace Ball in 2006. 

Also listed as patrons of the War and Peace Ball are 
Lord and Lady Sudeley. Lord Sudeley is a founder of the 
TBG, along with Gregory Lauder-Frost. Lady Sudeley is 
a Russian national who is believed to have worked for 
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relationship manager for Ensemble Productions from 
2007 through to the present. Gorbounova was also a 
co-owner of a Brexit-related company, Private Club No. 5, 
between 2015 and 2017, along with Olga Balakleets, Irina 
Drobova, Janna Malevskaya and Zhanna Safina. 

The correspondence address for the club is listed 
as 45 St Mary's Road, London W5 5RG. Unusually, 
Gorbounova was appointed as a director on 24 March, 
2015 and resigned on the same day. 

Balakleets’ husband, Julian Gallant - the executive 
director of Ensemble Productions - organised a 
“luxury auction” fundraiser at an Ealing Conservative 
Association event where Gorbounova shared a 
table with Johnson in March 2016 just before the EU 
referendum campaign got under way. Interestingly, 
Gallant was a UKIP member before joining the 
Conservative Party. 


Robin Birle 


Robin Birley is the half-brother of Conservative peer 
and government minister Zac Goldsmith and a donor 
to both UKIP and Boris Johnson. Birley ran a club at 5 
Hertford Street. According to May 2015 photos posted 
on her Facebook page, Gorbounova has enjoyed 
hospitality there. Birley's club is supposedly one of the 
most prestigious in London and it could be the same as 
Private Club No. 5 mentioned above. 

Birley, a committed Leaver, opened his club to a 
number of politicians, many of whom were pro-Brexit. 
The names include home secretary Priti Patel, Farage, 
Cabinet office minister Michael Gove and Leave 
campaign funder Arron Banks. The club is located on 
the corner of Shepherd Market, in London's expensive 
Mayfair district, and has its own cigar shop and a 
downstairs nightclub, Loulou’s. 


Alexander Temerko 


Conservative Party donor Alexander Temerko has 
played a direct strategic role in backing Johnson's 

rise to power. Some commentators have suggested 
that Temerko’s backing for Conservative candidates, 
including several in the northeast of England, where 
he owns a power business, has been supported by the 
Putin regime. 

Temerko has denied any Kremlin links but there are 
indicators that Russia (and Temerko) played a role in 
the removal of Theresa May as Conservative leader and 
prime minister by the Tories’ European Research Group 
faction. Temerko has contributed more than £1m to the 
Conservative Party since he gained British citizenship 
in 2011 and also financed Johnson's party leadership 
campaign. 

Temerko has described himself as a “friend” to 
Johnson and has openly admitted to being behind early 
plots to remove May. Temerko looks like another case 
of a key Russian player hiding in plain sight. 
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Matthew Elliott 


Matthew Elliott ran an Anti-Euro campaign with 
Cummings in 1999 and an anti-PR voting campaign 

in 2011, which accepted £50k from Russian oligarchs. 
Elliott was also a founding member of Conservative 
Friends of Russia and has visited Moscow city council as 
part of a British delegation. 

Nalobin wished Elliott well on his engagement in 2014 
and described Johnson as “our good friend” in a now- 
deleted social media post. Research shows that Elliott 
has worked with political parties in Azerbaijan in 2000, 
Ukraine in 2001 and Serbia in 2006 on behalf of the 
Westminster Russian Forum. 

He appears also to have links with political parties 
and factions in Belarus, Georgia, Ghana and the 
Maldives. As a footnote he seems to have developed 
a business relationship with Alex Deane, managing 
director of FTI Consulting. Deane was referenced in the 
US Mueller report on Russian interference in the 2016 
presidential election in relation to his work in Ukraine 
for Paul Manafort. He has also worked with Ukraine's 
ex-president Yanukovych. Deane, like Elliott, is also 
friends with Sergei Nalobin and Jag Singh. 


Alexander Temerko, 
a substantial donor 
to the Conservatives 
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The ‘Russia’ Report 


The official government response to the Russia report 
published by parliament's intelligence and security 
committee was presented to parliament by Johnson on 
21 July 2020. 

It appears to evade discussion of much of the 
material we present here, especially regarding those 
individuals and organisations that appear to have 
forged links with Russia and have a clearly evidenced 
pro-Brexit, pro-Putin stance. As we have revealed here, 
these individuals are positioned at the very heart of our 
government. 

The report comments on the EU referendum in 
paragraph 47, which states, “Whilst the issues at stake 
in the EU referendum campaign are less clear-cut, 
it is nonetheless the Committee's view that the UK 
intelligence and security community should produce an 
analogous assessment of potential Russian interference 
in the EU referendum and that an unclassified summary 
of it be published.” 

The official government response to this was as 
follows: “We have seen no evidence of successful 
interference in the EU Referendum. The Intelligence and 
Security Agencies produce and contribute to regular 
assessments of the threat posed by Hostile State 
Activity, including around potential interference in UK 
democratic processes. 

“We keep such assessments under review and, where 
necessary, update them in response to new intelligence, 
including during democratic events such as elections 
and referendums. Where new information emerges, the 
Government will always consider the most appropriate 
use of any intelligence it develops or receives, including 
whether it is appropriate to make this public. Given this 
long standing approach, a retrospective assessment of 
the EU Referendum is not necessary.” 

In light of the information presented in our special 
report here, the government response is clearly 
unacceptable. 

Paragraph 49 of the ISC’s report says, “The UK 
welcomed Russian money, and few questions - if 
any - were asked, regarding the provenance of this 
considerable wealth. It appears that the UK Government 
at the time held the belief (more perhaps in hope than 
expectation) that developing links with major Russian 
companies would promote good governance by 
encouraging ethical and transparent practices, and the 
adoption of a law-based commercial environment.” 

In paragraph 50 it adds, “What is now clear is that it 
was in fact counter-productive, in that it offered ideal 
mechanisms by which illicit finance could be recycled 
through what has been referred to as the London 
‘laundromat’. This level of integration - in ‘Londongrad’ 
in particular - means that any measures now being 
taken by the Government are not preventative, but 
rather constitute damage limitation.” 

And in paragraph 53, it continues, “The Government 
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must take the necessary measures to counter the threat 
and challenge the impunity of Putin-linked elites.” 

The government response, especially in relation to 
paragraph 49, avoids answering the accusation directly 
and once again sidesteps the issue by focusing on illicit 
finance and “dirty money” - or money laundering - 
which is obviously not the primary thrust of paragraph 
49. The government response states, “We are not 
complacent and we will ensure the full weight of law 
enforcement bears down on dirty money.” 


Donated 


Elsewhere the ISC report states, “Several members 

of the Russian elite who are closely linked to Putin 
are identified as being involved with charitable and/ 
or political organisations in the UK, having donated to 
political parties, with a public profile which positions 
them to assist Russian influence operations. 

“It is notable that a number of Members of the House 
of Lords have business interests linked to Russia, or 
work directly for major Russian companies linked to the 
Russian state - these relationships should be carefully 
scrutinised, given the potential for the Russian state to 
exploit them. 

“It is important that the Code of Conduct for 
Members of the House of Lords, and the Registry of 
Lords’ interests, including financial interests, provide 
the necessary transparency and are enforced. In this 
respect we note that the Code of Conduct for Members 
of Parliament requires that MPs register individual 
payments of more than £100 which they receive for any 
employment outside the House - this does not apply to 
the House of Lords, and consideration should be given 
to introducing such a requirement.” 

The evidence we present here shows that “members 
of the Russian elite who are closely linked to Putin 
are identified as being involved with charitable and/ 
or political organisations in the UK, having donated to 
political parties with a public profile which positions 
them to assist Russian influence operations”. 

We have named these individuals and the political 
figures and organisations to which they have donated. 

Once again, in light of our evidence, the official 
government response lacks credibility. It says, 

“The Government agrees that the transparency of 
information about political donations is important. 

The rules on registration and declaration of donations 
received by Members of the House of Lords are 

set out in the Code of Conduct for Members of the 
House of Lords and the Guide to the Code, which also 
incorporates the rules surrounding bullying, harassment 
and sexual misconduct. 

“The Code is the responsibility of the House itself. It is 
kept under regular review by the Conduct Committee; 

a committee made up of 5 Members of the House of 
Lords and 4 lay members. The Government is confident 
that the Conduct Committee will give due consideration 
to the recommendations.” & 
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Party politics 


A speaker at rightwing thinktank the Adam Smith Institute runs upmarket sex parties 
— as did a Downing Street strategist. Gerry Gable and Paul Wainwright investigate 


n international sex 
club has obtained 
conditional approval 
for a grant from the 
government’s Future 
Fund. Killing Kittens, formed by 
aristocratic socialite Emma Sayle 
in 2005, raised private funding of 
£170,000 in early 2020 and applied 
for matching funding from the Future 
Fund, which is aimed at supporting 
technology start-ups through the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Before launching Killing Kittens, 
Sayle had briefly been director of 
operations of the Fever Club, having 
taken over from Dougie Smith. In 
March 2020 Dominic Cummings, the 
former chief adviser to prime minister 
Boris Johnson who has recently 
packed his bags, appointed Smith as 
a strategist and opposition researcher 
in Downing Street. Smith is 
understood to have reported directly 
to Cummings. 

Smith’s wife, Munira Mirza, is head 
of Downing Street’s policy unit and 
had previously worked with Johnson 
as deputy mayor for education and 
culture when he was mayor of London. 

Killing Kittens claims to be a 
“platform where women come 
first” and to be “sexually liberating 
women, men and couples”. The 
“sexual liberation” consists of what 
is best described as upmarket orgies. 
Killing Kittens boasts of having 
created the “world’s most exclusive, 
decadent and hedonistic parties”, 
which “allow experimentation all 
within a safe environment led by 
our Kittens”. The company adds, 
“Burlesque performances, ornate 
townhouses, countryside mansions. 
We guarantee it’s like nothing you’ve 
ever experienced before.” Er, quite. 

Killing Kittens launched its 
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online “social network for sexual 
exploration” in 2017. In addition to 
this online platform, two mobile chat 
apps are in the pipeline. The company 
hopes these will bring in advertising 
revenue and is in the process of 
developing a third-party advertising 
platform. 

Smith launched the Fever Club in 
January 1998 with a debauched party 
in a central London penthouse. The 
outfit held more than 50 sex parties 
while Smith ran it — events similar 
to those of Killing Kittens minus the 
focus on “female pleasure”. 

As a young man, Smith came to 
public attention in the early 1980s 
when he worked for the Adam 
Smith Institute, a free market 
thinktank, while pursuing a career 
in the Federation of Conservative 
Students as a prominent member of a 
rightwing, libertarian faction. 

He was elected in 1985 as an FCS 
vice-chair but did not last long there. 
At the time he claimed to be a student 
at Napier College, Edinburgh, but 
Conservative Central Office found 
this to be false and his election was 
declared invalid. In fact he had been 
thrown out of Strathclyde University 
after failing his second year exams. 

Smith later worked for rightwing 
millionaire David Hart’s Committee 
for a Free Britain and, before the 
1997 general election, joined Sir 
James Goldsmith’s Referendum 


Party. By 2005 he had returned to 

the Conservative fold as coordinator 
of the short-lived Conservatives for 
Change, an organisation set up by 
MPs who supported Michael Portillo’s 
bid to lead the party in 2001. 

Smith’s promotion of sex parties 
did not hold back his political rise. In 
2005 the Fever Club had a reputed 
worldwide membership of 2,500, 
including captains of industry, 
celebrities and multi-millionaire 
tycoons. 

Members’ orgies were hosted twice 
yearly in London and Manchester 
and summer parties were held in New 
York and Ibiza. At the time Fever 
received over 400 applications for 
each party and the vetting process was 
strict. Fever has been accused of being 
a sinister networking organisation. 

The club is still going and the upper 
age limit of 35 was recently raised to 
40 to take account of the advancing 
years of some of the organisers. 

Fever Club held its first party in 
Earls Court, west London, in April 
1999. It claimed that 45 couples 
attended, including “international 
swingers” who “flew in specially from 
South Africa”. A summer party in July 
2003, held in a five-storey townhouse 
in one of the famous terraces designed 
by John Nash in the Regent’s Park 
area of London, attracted 59 couples 
and five single women — including, 
according to its website, “17 absolute 


Smith came to public attention in the early 1980s 
when he worked for the Adam Smith Institute,a 
free market thinktank, while pursuing a career 
in the Federation of Conservative Students asa 
member of a rightwing, libertarian faction 
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first-timer couples attracted by our 
recent appearances in Arena, the 
Sunday Times, Daily Mail and other 
papers”. There were reportedly four 
playrooms, a “chill-out zone”, a bar 
and a 12-foot dining table, which 
“shortly after midnight... came 
alive with writhing female bodies”. 
Guests at Fever Club’s party in March 
2005 were treated to “a beautiful 
harpist performing in basque and 
suspenders” in a West End mansion. 
Killing Kittens raised its new 
finance by crowdfunding on the 
Seedrs platform, where its business 
activity is described as a “Female 
empowerment brand leading a 
global movement through its social 
network, content and sex education”. 
It currently claims more than 140,000 
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members and holds events in 12 
countries. 

This was not Killing Kittens’ first 
successful fundraising campaign on 
Seedrs. In 2018 it attracted £580,000, 
the majority from its own members, 
with a further £480,000 in late 2019. 
The target for the 2020 campaign was 
£250,000 — but £170,000 contributed 
by 260 anonymous investors plus the 
Future Fund matched funding, in the 
form of a convertible loan note, means 
the target was exceeded by £91,000. 

The money will be used for growth 
marketing to increase brand awareness 
and “product innovation”. Whether 
all the investors understood the 
precise nature of Killing Kittens’ sex 
“education” and “product” is not 
known. Prospects seem uncertain: 


Emma Sayle 
promoting her 
book 


the company reported a loss of over 
£500,000 in the year to 30 April 2020. 

The proposed government financing 
has been questioned in the House of 
Commons. Sarah Champion, Labour 
MP for Rotherham, asked chancellor 
of the exchequer Rishi Sunak in July 
whether he would stop the payments 
to “the sex party organisers, Killing 
Kittens”. 

A reply from Kemi Badenoch, a 
junior Treasury minister, claimed the 
government did not hold “specific 
information relating to individual 
companies who have accessed these 
schemes” and could not comment on 
individual applications. Badenoch, 
who is also minister for equalities, 
could have looked at the Seedrs 
website where the information is clear 
for all to see. 

Like Smith, it appears that Sayle 
also has political ambitions. In 2019 
the Evening Standard reported her 
presence at an event at 11 Downing 
Street with minister for women and 
equalities Liz Truss and at the home 
of Conservative life peer Baroness 
Jenkin for a 50:50 Parliament event 
— a campaign to get more women 
elected. 

Sayle told the Evening Standard 
that becoming an MP was something 
she would consider, adding, “Let’s be 
honest, my skeletons have been well 
and truly out the closet for years so I 
guess that would be a first as an MP!” 

Sayle was a guest speaker at the 
Adam Smith Institute’s Westminster 
office on 6 November 2018 for a 
political discussion “over a few 
glasses of wine” on how female sexual 
liberation is only possible in a free 
market economy. 

She portrays herself as a feminist 
and fighter for women’s rights and 
objects to feminists who “think 
women need to keep their clothes on 
and only sleep with husbands and 
boyfriends to have self-respect”. Her 
Killing Kittens website reveals the 
opposite, with women portrayed as 
sexualised objects. Sayle is unlikely 
to persuade voters to back any 
parliamentary aspirations she might 
have. However Smith’s appointment 
certainly raises questions about the 
vetting of candidates for government 
positions. * 
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Former model Michele Renouf has a long history of support for Holocaust deniers 
such as David Irving when they face the courts. Siobhan Hyland takes a look 


Trials and errors 


he interesting case of 
Lady Michele Renouf is 
one Searchlight has been 
looking at more closely 
since her arrest following 
a rally in Dresden, Germany, in 
February 2018. Renouf has a large 
number of followers and much space 
on the far right internet scene is 
dedicated to her life and criminal trial. 

In this article, compiled from 
several years of investigative work 
by Searchlight, we will look at the 
links that Renouf has to prominent 
Holocaust deniers, her connections 
throughout the far right world and 
with Russian intelligence agents. 

Renouf was born in Australia 
as Michéle Suzanne Mainwaring. 

She was a ballet dancer and model, 
appearing in magazines and TV 
adverts. She studied at several 
colleges, including on a postgraduate 
course at Heythrop College, University 
of London in 1999. 

Renouf has claimed that she was 
expelled from Heythrop due to her 
views on Judaism. But the Australian 
newspaper cited the principal of 
Heythrop College, John McDade, 
saying that Renouf in fact failed the 
course as she did not submit any 
course work. 

When this was put to her by the 
reporter from the newspaper, Renouf 
again claimed she had been expelled 
by “a Jew” who was in charge — 
although the college was affiliated to 
the Jesuits. The incident illustrates 
Renouf’s readiness to turn to 
antisemitic conspiracy rhetoric. 

Renouf was married in January 
1970 to Daniel Ivan-Zadeh, a 
psychiatrist and, according to Renouf, 
the descendant of a family of Russian 
nobility that fled Russia during the 
October Revolution of 1917. Renouf 
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chose to style herself Countess 
Griaznoff during this period. 

When this marriage ended in 
divorce in 1990, Renouf married Sir 
Francis Renouf, a merchant banker 
and, significantly, a man who had 
been a prisoner of war in a German 
camp. This marriage ended swiftly, 
allegedly after Sir Francis found out 
that his wife was not from a noble 
Russian family but from more humble 


_beginnings. 


But the most important point to 
note about Renouf is her long history 
of links with Holocaust deniers. 
During the 1996 libel trial brought by 
Holocaust denier David Irving against 
Deborah Lipstadt, Renouf attended 
court to support him. 

In 2005, she organised financial 
support for Irving after he was 
arrested in Austria. When he was 
convicted and jailed for Holocaust 


Holocaust denier 
David Irving 


denial in February 2006, Renouf 
declared, “I am here to free David 
Irving and free Austria from this 
totalitarian law.” 

Renouf also recruited lawyers for 
Frederik Toben, founder of Holocaust 
denial group the Adelaide Institute. 

She has spoken at many Holocaust 
denial meetings and attended the 
trials of Ernst Ziindel and Robert 
Faurisson, both well documented in 
previous issues of Searchlight. 

Further evidence of Renouf’s ties 
comes on a website promoting a 
film, Arresting Opinions, about the 
Todben case. The film is described 
as being produced by Renouf to 
“examine the extraordinary assault 
on academic freedom currently under 
way throughout Europe”. Renouf 
is a keen video maker, producing 
revisionist material and sending it out 
worldwide. 

Renouf is currently the partner of 
Peter Rushton, editor of Heritage 
and Destiny, a longstanding far 
right magazine, published every two 
months. Rushton has written a long 
article on a far right “free speech” 
website, which goes into detail about 
“the facts” of Renouf’s trial and the 
evidence against her. 

He provides a lengthy biography of 
Renouf, stating that she was expelled 
from the London Reform Club in 2003 


When he was convicted and 
jailed for Holocaust denial 
in February 2006, Renouf 
declared, ‘Iam here to free 
David Irving and free Austria 
from this totalitarian law’ 
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Renouf speaks 
in Dresden, just 
before her arrest 
(right) and with 
Robert Faurisson 
(below) 


after inviting Irving to attend. Since 
2006 Renouf has used her production 
company, Telling Films, to produce 
items about revisionist history. 

In February 2018, Renouf attended 
a neonazi event commemorating the 
anniversary of the Allied bombing of 
Dresden during the Second World 
War. Renouf gave a speech in which 
she allegedly suggested that the only 
Holocaust in Europe was perpetrated 
against German civilians, according 
to reports in the Daily Mail. Police 
officers broke up the rally. 

Renouf was to face trial because 
Holocaust denial is a crime in 
Germany. The case was originally 
set to be heard in May 2020 at 
the Dresden district court but was 
postponed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Renouf’s lawyer is Wolfram 
Nahrath, who was also lawyer for 
Ursula Haverbeck, a Holocaust denier 
who was jailed in 2018. 

A new trial date was set for October 
of this year, but far right websites 
reported that month that the case had 
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again been adjourned. As Searchlight 
went to press, Renouf’s supporters 
claimed on far right websites that the 
German authorities had dropped the 
case against her. 

Further investigation into Renouf 
has revealed links to a character 
involved in espionage for the Russian 
intelligence services. Renouf was a 
member of the organising committee 
of the War and Peace Ball, founded 
in 1989 to raise funds to build a 
cathedral. Another member of the 
committee was one Anna Chapman. 

But Chapman was arrested in the 
US and charged with failure to register 
as a foreign agent and was one of the 
agents exchanged in a spy swap with 
Sergei Skripal in 2010. Chapman was 
deported back to Moscow. 

It is not clear where Renouf and 
Rushden are holed up at present, 
although the pair spend a lot of time 
in northwest Germany, living in a 
house once owned by a wartime and 
post-war era nazi. But the longer she 
remains silent, the better. a 
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BNP aide elected 
to German council 


A former close friend and aide to ex-British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin in the 
1990s has been elected as a Green party local 
councillor in Germany. 

Mark-Kevin Deavin, who has lived in Germany since 
1997, was elected to Herzogenaurach city council 
on 15 March 2020. Deavin has been a lecturer at the 
University of Bayreuth, in Germany, since 2009. 

Deavin was head of research for the BNP from 
1996 to 1998 and was a prominent figure in 
modernising the party. He recommended that the 
BNP should moderate its language and communicate 
its propaganda through words such as freedom, 
democracy, security and identity. 

While with the BNP he also infiltrated UKIP as 
research director from 1995 until May 1997, when he 
was expelled. He was also a UKIP national executive 
committee member. 

In June 1997, after his expulsion from UKIP, Deavin 
had lunch with Nigel Farage, who later became UKIP 
leader, at a restaurant in St Katharine’s Dock, London 
to discuss then leader and UKIP founder Alan Sked's 
departure from the top job. 

In 1996 Deavin was awarded a PhD from the 
London School of Economics where he was a protegé, 
personal and academic friend of Sked. Deavin was 
later employed as 
a researcher by 
Holocaust denier 
David Irving, 
who published 
Deavin's Macmillan’s 
Hidden Agenda in 
1998. Deavin went 
on to work for the 
Wagner family in 
Germany. 

Deavin has 
also contributed 
to the National 
Alliance's National 
Vanguard magazine, 
the BNP’s 
magazine Spearhead, and Counter-Currents, the US- 
based white nationalist publishing house. 

In his book The Grand Plan: the origins of non-white 
immigration, Deavin argued that “the mass immigration 
of non-Europeans into every white country on earth” 
had been engineered by “a homogenous transatlantic 
political and financial elite to destroy national identities 
and create a raceless new world order... these concerns 
were Jewish in origin and zionist in motivation”. 
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Fascism: History and Theory 
David Renton, £18.99 


arxist theories of fascism are 
inherently anti-fascist — one of their 
main strengths. They not only seek to 
understand fascism, but to help people 
counter these extremist politics. As 
such, they remain crucial tools for helping those who want 
to tackle fascism. This is a core proposition found in this 
new and updated version of David Renton’s defence and 
development of Marxist approaches to understanding 
fascism, Fascism: History and Theory. For readers who 
oppose fascism yet are not Marxists, such as myself, this 
makes for both a fascinating and a frustrating read. 

In this updated version, written 20 years after its 
original, Renton focuses on interwar fascism, yet does 
not see fascism as being of great importance in the 21st 
century. This is an interesting departure from his earlier 
arguments, which in the book’s original edition concluded 
by worrying about resurgent fascism in Italy, France and 
Austria at the end of the 1990s. Renton now sees this as 
a different type of aggressive nationalism, explored in 
greater depth in his recent book The New Authoritarians. 

Renton’s focus in this second edition is on the period up 
to and including the Holocaust. It is also a book primarily 
about theories of fascism, so those wanting a clear 
narrative account of fascist groups and regimes in interwar 
and wartime Europe should look elsewhere. 

Where Renton’s book excels, both for readers who agree 
and those who disagree with his approach to fascism, 
is the expert analysis of a range of Marxist approaches. 
Renton himself defines fascism simply as “a specific form 
of reactionary mass movement”, and explores a range of 
positions developed by Marxist figures. Renton rejects 
what he defines as a simplistic “left” version of Marxist 
analysis. This perspective, according to Renton, claims that 
fascism is capitalism in its most violent and pure form. 
He explains that this view is problematic as it is unable to 
show how fascist movements could generate large bases 
of support made up of people who were critical of big 
businesses. He is also critical of what he calls a “right” 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews a book 
on fascism that has been revised and 
republished 20 years after it first came out 


version among Marxist approaches, which argues that 
fascism is the politics of the petit bourgeoisie, the lower 
middle classes, who successfully developed a mass political 
movement that acted independently of both workers’ and 
capitalist interests. For Renton this approach fails to grasp 
why fascism attacked the working classes while supporting 
large businesses and their owners. 

Renton proposes instead a dialectical approach that 
draws on these two traditions. He sees fascism as both a 
force that secures the continuity of capitalism (left), and as 
a mass movement that opposed existing power structures 
(right). As such, it should be seen as “a specific form of 
reactionary mass movement”. 

Renton’s model is also designed to critically assess 
the influence of non-Marxist theorists of fascism, which 
he feels often go too far in taking the views and ideas of 
fascism seriously. In particular, Renton sees real limits 
to Roger Griffin’s idea that fascism is a “palingenetic”, 
or revolutionary, form of illiberal nationalism. He also 
criticises Griffin’s emphasis on studying fascism through 
the writings of those who have supported fascist politics. 
For Renton, this is all going too far in taking fascists 
(rather than fascism) seriously, and fails to develop a 


Paul Jackson is 
a senior lecturer 


rigorously critical stance against fascism. I disagree here, in history at 
and think that one can both explore in detail texts written Northampton 
by fascists and take a critical stance towards their politics. University, 


However, it is also worth stressing that within the 
debates over the nature of fascism among historians 
differences are often overplayed. Renton and Griffin are 


specialising in 
extreme right 
ideology today 


In this updated version, written 20 
years after its original, Renton focuses 
on the interwar period of fascism, yet 
does not see fascism as being of great 
importance in the 21st century 
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closer that either might like to admit. Like Griffin, Renton 
presents fascism as a new type of modern politics that 
tries to appeal to the masses by promoting a vision of a 
new society and stresses that the term needs to be used 
precisely. Like Griffin, Renton draws out that, as fascists 
enacted their visions, they developed political systems that 
were chaotic, contradictory and oppressive. 

What also makes this book a fascinating read, at least 
for theory of fascism geeks like myself, is its excellent 
explanation of its positions and its ability to guide readers 
through a wide range of key Marxist voices. Walter 
Benjamin, Antonio Gramsci and Leon Trotsky become 
the focus of one excellent chapter that analyses competing 
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approaches to conceptualising the uniqueness of fascist 
politics. Potentially confusing differences between 
Bonapartist approaches, which see similarities between 
fascism and the period of rule in France after 1848 by 
Napoleon III, and Caesarist approaches, which liken 
fascism to the rule of Julius Caesar, are also discussed 
pithily and clearly. Vladimir Lenin, Giulio Sas, August 
Thalheimer, Giovani Zibordi and even Klaus Theweleight 
are all discussed and evaluated. Moreover, Karl Marx’s 
own ideas on how to consider new types of mass politics 
are also examined, as Renton looks at how later theorists 
related their own ideas back to Marxist core concepts. 

As someone who teaches university courses on theories 
of fascism, I found Renton an excellent guide through the 
various competing approaches to fascism developed by 
those inspired by Marxist positions. Renton is also clear 
on the ways Marxists can get things wrong — and have 
used approaches to fascism to attack each other, rather 
than oppose fascism. The divisions between the German 
Communist Party, the KPD, and the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany, the SPD, in the years before Hitler came 
to power are highlighted, underscoring how disagreement 
over fascism prevented the left from uniting against Nazism. 
Renton is clearly not a defender of the excesses of the Soviet 
Union and its satellite states’ political systems either. 

Finally, Renton explores the work of Tim Mason, a 
crucial Marxist historian of the Nazi regime, and highlights 
his key phrase “the primacy of politics”. This is vital in 
unpicking the ways Nazism put political goals ahead of 
simply operating in the interests of capitalists. These 
political goals, of course, horrifically led to the Holocaust, 
as the Nazi regime put its vision of a Europe free of Jewish 
people ahead of developing rational economic policies. 

Whether you agree or disagree that fascism was “a 
specific form of reactionary mass movement”, this book 
is a very useful read. In part, it advocates for Renton’s 
dialectical version of a Marxist theory of fascism. It 
also offers a useful primer to wider Marxist approaches 
beneficial to anyone who studies fascism in any depth. © 
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International rescue 


An international anti-racist conference heard about important victories for the 
movement, despite the rise of the far right in many countries. Cathy Pound reports 


espite us living through 

divisive and dangerous 

times internationally, 

as the far right rises 

electorally and spreads 
its ideology, we have also seen major 
victories for the anti-fascist and 
anti-racist movements, attendees at 
Stand Up to Racism’s international 
conference heard. 

Speaker after speaker at the event 
held online on 17 and 18 October 
celebrated the Greek court ruling 
that nazi group Golden Dawn was a 
“criminal organisation” and the life 
sentence finally handed down for the 
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murder of anti-fascist musician Pavlos 
Fyssas. Conference participants 
congratulated Keerfa, the Greek anti- 
fascist organisation, along with the 
broad coalition of anti-fascist activists 
and trade unionists and the legal team 
that had been working for five long 
years on the case. 

Golden Dawn had gained electoral 
success while building a paramilitary 
street presence — the traditional twin- 
track strategy of fascists. Its defeat 
was crucial. 

Thanasis Kampagiannis, lead 
lawyer in the trial of Golden Dawn, 
noted that it was a victory not only 


for Greece but for the anti-fascist 
movement internationally. 

Another important victory came in 
the Vienna state elections in Austria, 
which saw the Freedom Party of 
Austria (FPO) suffer a huge fall in 
its vote share a week before the 
conference. The FPO received just over 
7% of the vote, a 23% fall compared 
with the previous election in 2015. 

However, as Petros Constantinou of 
Keerfa warned delegates, “This is not 
the end of the fascist threat. Racism 
opens the way for the fascists and we 
have to continue, by joining forces 
internationally against the Trumps, 
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Salvinis and Le Pens and against the 
racist policies of Fortress Europe.” 

Others warned, ahead of the 3 
November US presidential election, 
that even if notoriously racist 
president Donald Trump left the Oval 
Office, this would not be the end of 
rightwing populism in the US. 

The armed militias that had 
emerged in the US as a reaction to the 
huge Black Lives Matter movement 
had already threatened to patrol 
polling stations in areas with large 
black and Latino electorates. The 
far right Proud Boys and QAnon 
conspiracy theorists were also gaining 
public platforms. One delegate to 
the Stand Up to Racism conference 
called for literature to be produced 
explaining to the wider public what 
QAnon really was. 

Michael Brown, of Black Lives 
Matter California, noted that the mass 
mobilisation demanding justice for 
black people was “way bigger than 
fighting Trump”. He told delegates 
he feared that the small organised 
left in the US would “retreat to the 
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Young Nigerians 


protest against 
the Special 
Anti-Robbery 
Squad (SARS) a 
notoriously brutal 
police unit 


safe confines” of getting out the vote 
when, in reality, it was time for real, 
substantial and immediate action for 
change. 

Jacqueline Luqman, of the US- 
based Real News Network, noted that 
people attending mass BLM rallies 
had been labelled terrorists and 
that criminalisation of protest was 
happening around the world under 
the cover of concern for public health 
during the coronavirus pandemic — 
but often with no end date or review 
date for restrictive legislation. 

The horrific murder of teacher 
Samuel Paty outside his school in 
the suburbs of Paris, France, had 
dominated the news on the eve of 
the conference. Mohammed Kozbar, 
chair of Finsbury Park mosque, in 
north London, told delegates that 
the Muslim community stood firmly 
against this act, saying, “It is not in my 
name.” He feared a backlash against 
Muslim communities everywhere as a 
result of the murder. 

French president Emmanuel 
Macron had already announced new 
laws to tackle “Islamist separatism” 
and to defend “secular values” in early 
October. Macron accused six million 
Muslims of being in danger of forming 
a “counter-society”. 

Social media posts had noted 
that in France, legislation targeting 
Muslims already meant that a woman 
could be fined 150 euros for wearing 
a hijab (headscarf) in public and 
simultaneously fined 135 euros for not 
wearing a facemask. 

Speakers pointed out that where far 
right figures like Trump, Marine Le 
Pen in France, Matteo Salvini in Italy 
or Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro 
continued to garner public support 
then mainstream politics would veer to 
the right in response. This continued 
to be of grave concern for anti-racists 
and anti-fascists. Fascism targeted not 
just black people and those from ethnic 
minorities but women, disabled people, 
LGBT people and trade unionists. 

International speakers from 
Germany, the US, Brazil, Nigeria and 
elsewhere contributed to different 
panel discussions throughout the 
conference, which also had an online 
attendance from around the world. 
Many spoke about how Covid-19 
was feeding into an already toxic 


situation of rising racist violence and 
hate crimes in several countries as 
the economic impact of the pandemic 
fuelled fear, mistrust and hostility. 
Chinese and East Asian people in 
the US and Europe had experienced 
unprecedented levels of verbal and 
physical attacks. Michael Wong, 
of San Francisco’s Pivot for Peace 
organisation, said data on hate crimes 
against Asians was being collected 
across the US for the first time. 


Demonised 


Virgil Bitu of GR8, which campaigns 
for Gypsies, Roma people and eight 
other related ethnic minorities, noted 
that the Roma community had also 
been demonised as “Covid spreaders” 
across Europe. 

In the conference plenary session, 
Martvs Chagas of the Brazilian 
Workers’ Party cautiously welcomed 
an initiative in Brazil’s November 
municipal elections to give black 
candidates public funds in order to 
participate on a more equal footing. 
Martvs said Brazil had the second- 
largest black population outside Africa 
but black people were shockingly 
under-represented in local councils, 
parliament and positions of power 
generally. The initiative would be 
carefully scrutinised to ensure that it 
was working properly to redress this 
imbalance of power, Martvs said. 

Delegates also listened with 
great interest to Baba Aye, of Black 
Lives Matter Nigeria, who said the 
BLM movement was of “utmost 
significance” in its geographical 
spread across 60 countries. It 
gave voice to so many oppressed 
communities, from Aboriginal people 
in Australia to those suffering from 
racist police brutality in the US. 

Mass protests across Nigeria 
against the brutal police SARS unit 
had been headed by young people 
calling for an end to SARS, which 
Baba said acted like an arm of the 
government, and for a “new future” 
for Nigeria. 

It was the words spoken ahead of 
the conference by Kevin Courtney, 
joint general secretary of the NEU 
education union, that stayed with me: 
“Let’s come together at this moment 
of multiple crises to make a better 
world for all.” 2 
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Bare-faced liars 


The coronavirus pandemic has brought out conspiracy theorists, opposing lockdown 
measures and facemasks. But some have more sinister politics. Trevor Fisher reports 


onspiracy theories and 
“alternative facts” are 
the stock in trade of 
fascist groups. And 
myths around and 
generated by Hitler’s Nazis have never 
gone away, as Richard Evans argues in 
a new book, The Hitler Conspiracies. 
In recent years, however, a new 
wave of conspiracies and allegations 
of plots by shadowy but powerful 
elites have developed. The fascist 
and far right populist surge that we 
now see in many countries in Europe 
and elsewhere is fuelled by these 
developments, many of which do not 
appear fascist at first sight. 


Cults 


Over the summer the coronavirus 
disaster brought many of these 
conspiracy theories into the open. A 
raft of cults emerged, united by the 
belief that there was no pandemic — 
merely a hoax invented by powerful 
elites to develop a surveillance state 
or, alternatively, a mild outbreak of 
something like flu developed by those 
elites to put us under control. 

Demonstrations against lockdown 
restrictions emerged in many parts of 
the US, supporting Donald Trump’s 
presidential election campaign, as well 
as in Australian cities and in Europe. 
Rome, Berlin and London have all 
seen such protests. 

Within the overall belief that the 
pandemic is a hoax there have been 
several major strands. The one that has 
had most publicity is a well developed 
anti-vaccination theory, holding that 
vaccination is a way to infect and 
control people. Advocates of this 
conspiracy theory have attracted media 
attention because of the implications for 
attempts to develop and administer a 
vaccine against Covid-19. 

In Berlin, one of these demos 
featured broad political alliances. It was 
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large — with an estimated 20,000 to 
40,000 attending — and gave oxygen to 
openly fascist groups who afterwards 
attacked the Reichstag parliament 
building, an ultra-right target since the 
days of Hitler. 

One prominent speaker was Robert 
F Kennedy, nephew of the assassinated 
US president John F Kennedy. He 
reportedly laid into 5G phone networks 
— the subject of another widespread 
conspiracy theory — and warned 
against the supposed building of a 
surveillance state by the shadowy elite. 
He also complimented Berlin for being 
on the frontline against totalitarianism. 

The major threat in Britain, 
however, is the anti-mask movement. 
Demonstrators pointedly do not 
wear facemasks. Those at a series of 
substantial demos in London’s Trafalgar 
Square have made no attempt at social 
distancing — the numbers alone would 
make this difficult — forcing police to 
clear the square. Subsequent violence 
has left three demonstrators and nine 
police officers needing treatment. 


Anti-mask 
protestors 
confront police in 
central London's 
Hyde Park 


In Stafford, in the West Midlands, 
graffiti around the town mocks a 
slogan of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, saying, “We can’t breath, 
say no to masks”. 

While social media is the main 
channel through which the cults 
organise and disseminate their views, 
there is at least one sophisticated 
free paper — The Light, a 16-page 
tabloid — going beyond anti-masks and 
vaccination publicity. The September 
2020 issue included claims of shadowy 
paedophile elites, that the government 
uses behaviour modification 
techniques — brainwashing, in effect 
— and that the medical profession 
colludes in the elite’s machinations. 

These are indeed bare-faced 
extremists and their refusal to wear 
facemasks is a visible sign of rejecting 
mainstream advice in favour of 
conspiracy theories. The rapid spread 
of these theories and the way they 
boost actual fascist activities make the 
“Scamdemic” movement a dangerous 
threat. ® 
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